
What do the following performers 

have in common?

• Bridget Esler, who is starring as Dorothy 

in The Wizard of Oz at Richmond 

Gateway Theatre

• Simone Osborne, who starred in 

Vancouver Opera’s Rigoletto

• Jordyn Bennett, Julia MacLean and 

Graham Verchere, who are starring in 

A Christmas Story – The Musical at the 

Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage

• Emily Grabovac, Alistair Leong, Taylor 

Dianne Robinson, and Toby Verchere, 

who are starring in It’s a Wonderful Life

at the Granville Island Stage

• Julian Lokash, who is starring in James 

and the Giant Peach at the Waterfront 

Theatre

• Nathan Piasecki, who is starring in Mrs. 

Claus’s Kitchen at Presentation House

They all participated in Gotta Sing! Gotta 

Dance!, the popular musical theatre 

summer program now heading into 

its 22nd fabulous year at the Jewish 

Community Centre of Greater Vancouver. 

Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance! has in the past 

attracted hundreds of enthusiastic and 

talented participants age nine to 19, who 

love to sing, dance, act, and perform, from 

throughout British Columbia and as far 

away as Whitehorse, Edmonton, Regina, 

Yorkton, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Nova Scotia, 

Prince Edward Island, California, New 

York, Colorado, Virginia, Texas, Austria, 

and Israel. 

Program director Perry Ehrlich (who 

received the Canadian Bar Association’s 

Community Service Award and Ovation 

Award acknowledging his tireless 

dedication to working with children and 

musical theatre) each year assembles 

an impressive faculty of professional 

instructors (directors, musicians, 

choreographers, and actors, each 

working in his or her respective fi eld). 

The faculty this year will include musical 

directors Wendy Bross Stuart and Bill 

Sample; director Chris McGregor; 

choreographers Isabelle Maheux, Anna 

Kuman, Keri Minty, and Andrew Cohen; 

acting coach Advah Soudack; and Shizuka 

Kai and Stephen Beaver (set construction 

and costume co-ordinator).

Peter Birnie, former theatric critic with 

The Vancouver Sun, commented that 

“Perry Ehrlich is a proud father to two 

grown daughters, but “uncle” to hundreds 

of children. Heck, they must number in 

the thousands, with many of them now 

grown to adulthood, as the Richmond 

lawyer’s love of musical theatre led him 

to found the Gotta Sing! Gotta Dance!

summer training program. This year’s 

script, as is always the case, is a crazy-quilt 

of old songs, new songs, bad puns, cheesy 

bridges and good – no make that great – 

opportunities for the nine to 19 cast to 

show off some newly acquired skills. I 

try to attend every year and always come 

away just as thrilled as the parents and 

families with the level of talent on display. 

It is about the joy that comes with singing 

your lungs out and dancing your hooves 

off.”

David Connolly, who participated in 

the faculty for two years and is now 

choreographing the musical First Wives 

Club heading for Broadway, commented 

in an article written by Sara Horowitz

in the Huffi ngton Post BC, “I’m in awe 

of Perry and his commitment and his 

intention. His intention isn’t to produce 

stars, although that is a byproduct. His 

intention is to give those kids life skills 

that they bring with them wherever they 

go, in whatever they pursue.”

THE FINISHING SCHOOL will again 

be offered for serious musical theatre 

students attending the program. THE 

FINISHING SCHOOL will feature 

instruction in audition technique, 

preparation of monologues and songs, 

dance workshops, and encounters with 

professionals in the theatre community.

The Program is offered in two sessions 

– Session I from July 5 to 28, 2016 and 

Session II from August 2 to August 25, 

2016. Cost per session is $765 ($650 for 

Members of the JCC), and the deadline 

for application is April 1, 2016. You can 

save $50 by applying prior to December 

31, 2015.

For more information, contact 

the Jewish Community Centre at 

604.257.5111 or ehrlich@kzellaw.com or 

check out www.jccgv.com or Gotta Sing! 

Gotta Dance! Musical Theatre Summer 

Program on Facebook.

GOTTA SING! 
 GOTTA DANCE!
  GOTTA APPLY!
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